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   Part 1. Historical Background 

1. Introduction  

 

The United Nations Organization is an international organization 

founded in 1945 for supporting and consolidation global peace and 

security and for developing cooperation between countries. The UN is 

still the main member of modern diplomacy. The Un contributes peace 

and security through broadening of cooperation between countries and 

nations in education, science and culture. It provides justice, compliance 

with law, respect for human rights and freedoms that are declared in the 

UN Charter. The Un Charter is the first contract in the history of 

international intercourse. It established obligations for states to respect 

human rights and freedoms. The main principles of international 

cooperation are also fixed in the Charter.  

 

 



 

The Un Security Council (SC) is a permanent executive body that is 

responsible for supporting global peace and security. The SC is 

authorized to consider every situation that can be regarded as a threat to 

global peace or as an act of aggression. It has a right to take measures 

for states including imposition of sanctions or transgressing states. 

2. The SC activity 

The Security Council is one of the six main executive bodies of the UN. 

It consists of 15 members, 5 of which are permanent (Russia, China, the 

United Kingdom, the United States, and France) and 10 are 

impermanent. The Presidents are interchanged monthly according to the 

list of members where they are classified in English. The SC has 3 

formats of meetings:  

 Opened and private meetings 

 Meetings of the members of the SC 

 Non-official dialogue  

The decisions accepted at the meetings are documented as resolutions. 

Only 9 voices of 15 are required for making a decision. The member that 

takes part in the argument should abstain from voting.  



Every permanent member of the Council has a veto power. The SC 

organizes its activity in four main directions:  

 Preventive Diplomacy  

It includes actions that are referred to prevention of arguments and 

conflicts between countries. It can require such measures as 

strengthening of trust, early warning and so on. When these measures 

are implemented, tact, privacy, transparency and confidentiality 

between member states must be kept.   

 Peacebuilding  

It is an activity aimed at arranging a settlement between states as 

variance with the help of peaceful means.  

 Maintenance of peace 

It provides presence of the UN in certain areas, sometimes involving 

military or police staff of the organization.  

 Peacebuilding in a post-conflict period 

Actions aimed at prevention of spate of violence between countries and 

nations after liquidation of a conflict or a conflict situation. 

The first UN peacekeeping operation was an observation mission with 

headquarters in Jerusalem – The united Nations Truce Supervision 

Organization (UNISO) established in May 1948 and still operating. 

Since that time the UN has undertaken 40 peacekeeping operations on 

four continents. Among the greatest are operations in Congo, 

Cambodia, Somali and past Yugoslavia. Now 16 operations are 

undertaken involving 70 thousand people from 77 countries – the UN 

members. Since 1948 more than 720 hundred military men have served 

the UN forces. Some thousands of civil employees were also involved. 

In 1991 civil war broke out in Somali. It caused the death of 30000 

people and 5 million people were under the threat of hunger. The UN 

started UNOSOM in 1992 to liquidate mass famine and to prevent 

civilians’ slaughter. The UN organized UNICOM-2 instead of 



UNOSOM in 19993 in order to create civil society and economic, 

regain order and assist compromise. The UN assisted the ending of the 

12-year war in Cambodia. In accordance with the agreement of 1991 

the UN started the UN Transitional Authority in Cambodia. Its mission 

was to supervise the ceasefire, the disarmament of combatants, 

organized returnee, organization and holding free and just elections.  

 

Part 2. Current situation in West Africa 

1. The history of West African countries 

Africa is one of the most interesting places on our planet. West Africa is 

associated with unique flora and fauna and with ethnic diversity. Every 

nation has its own influence on culture and religion. This influence 

creates different conflicts and wars. Many countries are involved in 

them. There were 18 civil wars, more than 100 military coups, 11 cases 

of genocide and mass political terror during last 40 years. West political 

experts point out that only 18 countries of 50 avoided military 

dictatorship. Many West African countries were European colonies for 

many years. The War of Independence that started in Africa after the 2
nd

 



World War worsened the situation because it caused cruel wars for 

leadership in the countries. Different rival groups tried to destroy each 

other. According to various estimates, about 10 million people died 

during the years of independent development in 6 African countries 

(Somali, Angola, Uganda, Mozambique, Ethiopia, and Sudan). 

2. The present time of West Africa 

Nowadays the amount of conflicts still grows in Africa. Mass 

geopolitical rebuilding continues here. The attempts to improve 

infrastructure and to create new working places, face with new conflicts 

and total insecurity. Terrorism and violent extremism in combination 

with humanitarian crisis contribute a menace to states’ integrity. 

Traditional factors, such as climate change, rate of population increase, 

unemployment and uncontrolled urbanization also influence on their 

integrity. Besides terrorism there are other high-priority security threats, 

like inter-communal ice jam, conflicts between land-owners and 

shepherds. They shatter the international peace, social cohesion and 

national security.  

Contraband, illegal delivery of drugs, human and traffic flourish here 

and worsen quite a complicated crime situation. Moreover, it goes about 

uncontrolled migration organizations.  

 

 



Part 3. Terrorism in West Africa 

1. Terrorism 

Terrorism is a violent ideology and a practice of pressure on social 

conscience, on decisions made by state government bodies, local 

government bodies and international organizations. It is connected with 

population deterrence and other forms of violent actions. Terrorism is 

also a politically oriented violence against civil population committed by 

subnational groups, underground organizations and agents. According to 

the aims, terrorism is divided into 3 categories: 

1) Nationalistic terrorism. It pursues separative and nationalist aims. 

2) Religious terrorism. It pursues an aim to discredit temporality and to 

claim religious power. It is connected with fights between votaries 

(Muslims and Christians) and inside one religion (Sunnites and Shias). 

3) Social terrorism (ideologically driven). It pursues an aim to change 

political or economic system of the country to attract social attention to 

some acute problems. Sometimes this category is called revolutional. 

The examples of ideologically-driven terrorism are anarchist, socialist-

revolutionary, fascist and European “left” terrorism. 

  2. Terrorism in Nigeria 

Nigeria is a country that is constantly subjected to terrorist attacks. 

Terrorism in this country has religious character. Religious fights occur 

here between Muslims and Christians. The government takes part in 

conflicts, sending police and forces with the aim to neutralize mass 

murders. There were numerous conflicts in 2017 in Nigeria. These 

terrorist attacks are connected with the existence of radical group “Boco 

Horam” – the most influential Islamic group in Nigeria and whole West 

African region. One of the last incidents occurred in June 30, 2017 in the 

UN refugee camp in Cabelava. As a result of disruption, 2 people died 

and 11 were injured. “Boco Horam” declares that they fight for creating 

a new independent state in the North, based on “pure Islam”. Most 

Muslims in Nigeria don’t want to live under pressure of religious zealots 



ready to bring the country back to the Middle ages. However, while 

poverty flourishes in small towns, villages and settlements, and 

corruption in government, “Boco Horam” will have new followers. 

Besides, there is no security at boundaries in Nigeria and it influences 

negatively on country economy. As a result of terrorist attacks and 

incursions on boundaries, peaceful population suffers, more and more 

refugees appear. All these factors encourage peace breaking. 

 

3. Conflict in Republic Mali.  

At present moment this region is “African Afghanistan”. Some serious 

Islamic radical groups are settled here. There are actually no influential 

institutions of state power as well as capable arms in Mali. The biggest 

part of the country including cities Timbuktu, Kidal and GAO are 

under terrorists’ control. However, the destiny of natural uranium 

sources, which are situated near AQIM Anshar Din fighter, sets off 

alarms. According to the Security Council decision, the operational 

deployment of international troops of 3000 military West African men 

in Mali was approved in December 2012. As a result of military 

actions, 11 people were killed and 60 were injured. The Security 

Council approved deployment of peace-making contingent in Mali to 

set free from Islamic extremists the North of the country on the 21
st
 of 



December in 2012. It is emphasized in the accepted resolution that 

peace-makers will do everything respecting the sovereignty territorial 

integrity and country’s national unity. The war in Mali risks to become 

long and murderous. It can involve into the war other countries: Libya, 

Niger, Sudan, Algeria, revealing their internal problems. For example, 

there have been unsurvivable collisions and constant forays for last 

months at the boundaries of Niger. 

       

Part 4. Economic and social situation 

The economic and social situation in West Africa is a risk to 

maintenance of peace and security in this region. It is because poverty 

flourishes here and the most part of the population leaves on the 

breadline. The recent upturn in economic cycle caused the increase of 

social inequality. 

1. Human rights. 

Conflicts and wars always caused mass violation of human rights and 

freedoms. These violations stay still unpunished. Recently there has 

been special violation of women’s rights, especially in political, 

economic and social spheres. 

2. The SC’s activity in West Africa. 

The SC tries to save peace in West Africa through assistance to the 

government of this region and through creation of judicial service. 



 It’s also possible to carry out a security sector reform. Probably by 

means of SC’s efforts West African countries will speed up socio-

economic development and implement regional standards for 

stimulations women’s participation in making decisions, for youth’s 

integration into political and developmental process of the region. The 

SC encourages other countries to support West Africa financially for 

saving lives and supporting decisions every year. There are more and 

more countries that join the peace-making mission in West Africa. 

The UN insists on local solutions of West African problems and 

supports the countries of the region so they could strengthen their peace 

and security architecture. That’s why the UN accepted the 2359 

resolution about creation of UNOVAS on the 21
st
 of July 2017. 

The SC counts on efforts to activate the UNOVAS activity in such 

spheres as conflict prevention, mediation and good offices, subregional 

regional cooperation in the fight against transboundary and shared 

threats to peace and security of humankind. It also reckons on 

supporting in realization of the UN multi-pronged strategy and 

assistance to commissions and respect for the rule of law, human rights 

and consideration of gender dimension.  The SC greets last positive 

events in political spheres in the list of West African countries, 

including free and peaceful elections in Cape Verde and Ghana and 

also the results of political dialogue in Guinea. The SC notes with 

approval measures for the development and realization of political, 

institutional and constitutional reforms in Benin, Burkina Faso, Cote 

d’Evoire, Liberia Sierra Leone, Senegal. 

Part 5. Conclusion  

Now it seems that the war in Africa is endless. Though there is some 

definite progress in the fight with terrorism and extremism, the security 

environment is still unstable. International peacebuilding that tries to 

prevent armed conflicts and wars is inefficient. It is because of crime, 

drug selling business, piracy and weapon business that flourishes here. 



All the above mentioned West African problems are very serious. They 

should concern not only population and authority of the territory, but 

also the whole world community. They spill over to other countries in 

the form of huge and uncontrolled amount of migrants.  

                

 

Part 6. Useful web-sites  

1. http://www.peaceau.org/en/page/64-counter-terrorism-ct 

2. http://www.globalcenter.org/wp-

content/uploads/2013/04/NCF_RB_policybrief_13191.pdf 

3. http://www.globalcenter.org/wp-

content/uploads/2014/11/Nov2014_UNSCR2178_CVE_NCF.pdf 

4. http://www.au.int/en/content/oau-convention-prevention-and-

combating-terrorism 

5. http://www.oic-

oci.org/english/convenion/terrorism_convention.htm 
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